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Meet the CandidatesMeet the Candidates

editor@lakeforestdaphne.com 251.626.0788

Candidate resumes are at the end of the newsletter. 
See more photos online at:
www.lakeforestdaphne.com/bodelections

Members got an informal opportunity for about three hours
Feb. 24 to chat with the candidates for the four board of
director positions. 

The candidates (left to right, rear) are: Gilberto Colon, James Cash, Hillary
Johnson and Tom Opdyke; (front) Sharon St. Laurent, Alli Flowers and Misty
Sabol. Not pictured: Victor LeJeune, who was said to be on a long-planned

vacation. Instructions on how to vote are inside this edition.

mailto:editor@lakeforestdaphne.com
https://www.lakeforestdaphne.com/bodelections


O

Inside this Edition

WWW.LAKEFORESTDAPHNE.COM     MARCH 2026            PAGE 02

Chili Cook-Off                 
Q&A on Board Elections                  
Important Message about Voting                     
Annual Meeting Info    
Larry Hairelson Remembered
Hole-in-One
Why I Moved
Fish Fry Fridays
Mardi Grass Pics
Member Questions
Traffic Study
Burgers and Bingo
Pool Furniture Giveaway
Going for the Gold
Garden Club
Golf News
Tennis News
Calendar of Events
19  Hole Menuth

City Holiday Trash Schedule
BOD Candidate Resumes

03
04
06
08
09
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

Fees for boat dry storage at the community-owned site next to the Waterfront restaurant will
increase from $55 to $75 beginning March 1.
The site has storage capacity for about 40 boats, depending on size. There are no available
spaces at the moment, but Lake Forest residents receive priority on the waiting list.
Proof of state registration and insurance are required to use the storage.
 

 Fees for Boat Dry Storage Increasing Fees for Boat Dry Storage Increasing

Terre Farlow (left) and
Renee Burns wrapped
themselves in toilet

paper to win an Olympic
fun event at the

Women’s Club.   See
story Page 19
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Ballots for this year’s election of four members to the board of directors were sent Feb. 23.
If you haven’t received yours, please contact the office at 251-626-0788.
The election will be held at the annual meeting on March 26 at the clubhouse, 1 Golf Terrace.
Members may vote in advance or bring their ballots to the meeting.

The top three vote-getters will serve three years. 
The fourth-highest in the voting will complete a 
term that has two years remaining.

Here are some common questions: 

Q: I’m confused about the proxy and the ballot.
A: Because the bylaws require attendance of 5 percent of the members in good standing to
establish a quorum, the association allows attendance by proxy. When you vote for a
candidate, you use the ballot. The proxy part is the instruction to the directors to cast your
votes as you directed on the ballot. If you show up at the annual meeting and vote in person,
no proxy is necessary. You can simply fill out the ballot, complete the outside of the ballot
envelope, put the ballot in the ballot envelope, and drop it in the ballot box to vote.

Q: I got an envelope within an envelope. What am I supposed to do?
A: There is a proxy  envelope and a ballot envelope. The proxy, which instructs the board on
how you want to cast your vote, and ballot are on the same document in the envelope.  The
proxy is the top section of the document and the ballot is the middle section where you vote
for candidates.
If you intend to vote by mail or in advance of the annual meeting, you should complete the
proxy and ballot portions of the document, place it in the ballot envelope, seal and sign it, and
write your address and membership number on the envelope. 
You do not need to complete the area under the dotted line below the candidate choices
unless you did not vote for anyone and want the two designated board members to choose
candidates on your behalf.
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What You Need to Know 
about the Board Election
What You Need to Know 
about the Board Election

Annual Meeting
March 26.

See story Page 8
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Place the completed ballot envelope in the proxy return envelope and mail it or hand deliver it
to the association office. If you intend to vote at the annual meeting, just bring the ballot
envelope with your ballot inside. Make sure it is sealed and signed and has your address and
membership number on it.
Be certain to use the ballot envelope. Proxies returned without the identifying information on
the outside of the ballot envelope completed cannot be verified and, thus, will not be counted.
Once a proxy has been received by the association, it may not be revoked.
Q: How do I vote?
A: You can return your ballot by mail to the office, drop it off at the Lake Forest office (1 Golf
Terrace) or deposit it in the ballot box March 26 at the annual meeting, but no later than 10
minutes after the meeting has been adjourned.
Q: When can I vote?
A: Voting is open and ends March 26.
Q:How often can I vote?
A: There is one vote per lot owned. 
Q: If two people are on the deed, do we get two ballots?
A: No. The bylaws say one ballot per lot, regardless of the number of people on the deed.
Q: How many candidates can I vote for?
A: You can vote for up to four candidates. 
Q: May I vote for fewer than four?
A: You may.
Q: What if I vote for more than four?
A: Your ballot will be disqualified.
Q: When will I know the election results?
A: Ballots are counted by Lake Forest staff the day after the annual meeting, March 27.
Q: Can I witness the count?
A: Candidates or their designees may witness the count.
Q: When do the newly elected directors take office?
A: The current president calls an organizational meeting of the directors shortly after the
election. The terms begin at that meeting. 

Q & A cont’dQ & A cont’d
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Message Regarding the Annual
Meeting Voting Process
Message Regarding the Annual
Meeting Voting Process
We’ve received a few questions and concerns regarding the Proxy form that was
sent out for the upcoming Annual Meeting and Board election, specifically about
the bottom portion of the Proxy form and voter privacy. The Board wants to clarify
this to avoid any confusion and give voters who desire it a second option. 

A ballot envelope was mailed out with the Proxy. The "Ballot Envelope" is the
envelope that has a space for your name, address, member #, signature, etc. on the
outside. The Official Proxy document was also sent to you, and it has a place for you
to fill in your information and sign. This is so Lake Forest staff, whose job it is to
actually count the votes, can verify the person submitting the completed Proxy is a
member of the Association in good standing.

Here are the two options for submitting your vote:
Option 1. Just complete what was mailed to you. For those who are comfortable
filling in the information at the bottom of the Proxy, complete the form and submit
it. 
– OR – 
Option 2. Use this if you would rather not fill in the information. The Election
Committee has determined that it will consider the proper completion of the Ballot
Envelope as your appointment of the Proxy. Fill in the top part of the Proxy form
(casting your vote). After you fill in the top part indicating your votes, put the Proxy
in the Ballot Envelope, seal it, and fill out your identifying information on the
outside of the Ballot Envelope and submit it. The outside of the Ballot Envelope
must include your name and address printed legibly, and your signature. If you use
Option 2, you may leave the bottom part of the Proxy – where it asks for name,
address, signature, etc. – blank, but you must fill in the outside of the Ballot
Envelope to have your vote and Proxy counted. Please follow these instructions so
your decision/vote will count. 
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To submit your vote, mail it to the Office (1 Golf Terrace, Daphne, AL 36526), drop
it off at the Lake Forest office, or bring it in person to the Annual Meeting. 

Completed documents will be placed in the lockbox until the vote count. For those
Proxies submitted in a properly completed Ballot Envelope (under Option 2) votes
are handled in a way that maintains privacy. Lake Forest staff will verify the voter
is a voting member, then separate the Ballot Envelope from the Proxy according to
the usual practice, and then the votes are counted. Whether you choose Option 1 or
Option 2, all properly submitted votes of members in good standing will be
accepted and counted. 

We understand and respect 
that some members prefer 
to remain anonymous, and 
that choice is fully honored. 

Thank you for raising your 
concerns and for participating 
in the election process. If you 
have any additional questions, 
please do not hesitate to 
reach out.

The Lake Forest Election 
Committee and Management
 

Message cont’dMessage cont’d



The annual meeting of the Lake Forest Property Owners Association will be
held at 6 p.m. March 26 at the clubhouse, 1 Golf Terrace.

In addition to this being the last opportunity to vote for four directors, the
annual meeting is a review of 2025 and a look at plans for 2026. Sort of a
state of the subdivision.

Association President Matt Laws, General Manager Jeff Arrant, consulting CPA
Bill Donathan and others will highlight achievements and roadmap the future.
Space is limited.

Please contact the office to reserve a space. Call 251-626-0788.

A live link for remote viewing on Zoom will be provided to members. Watch
your email.
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Reserve Your Annual Meeting SeatReserve Your Annual Meeting Seat

Lake Forest POALake Forest POA

MeetingMeeting
6 p.m. March 266 p.m. March 26



The longest-tenured Lake Forest employee has died.

Larry Hairelson passed away Feb. 26. He just 
had turned 66. 

Born in Pensacola, Larry had been a mechanic 
with the POA since 1988.

“Larry was always in a good mood or you couldn’t tell if he wasn’t,”
said POA Director Sharon St. Laurent, a golfer who often talked with
Larry as he went about his duties. “He kept everything running around
here.”

General Manager Jeff Arrant described Larry as “quite a man, who
always had a smile and friendly comment for everyone he passed. He
was the constant that held the golf maintenance department together.
He’ll be missed.”

Larry is survived by his mother and a brother.

Arrangements were incomplete at the time of publication. 
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Larry Hairelson, golf maintenance
mechanic, dead at 66
Larry Hairelson, golf maintenance
mechanic, dead at 66

Larry Hairelson



Sharon St. Laurent became a golf statistic in the best 
way on Feb. 25 when she had her first hole-in-one.
Oddly, it wasn’t at Lake Forest, her home course.
Because Lake Forest was hosting a Daphne High School 
girls tournament, Sharon and golf partner Betty Munn went 
up the road to play Holly Hills, Bay Manette’s municipal 
course. Sharon shot a 5 on Hole 1, a par 4. A routine start.
Then hitting a 7-iron, she aced Hole 2, which was playing 
about 113 years with the pin in the back of the green.
“I thought the ball went off the back but I couldn’t find it,” 
says Sharon. “Then, Betty said, ‘Look in the hole.’ And there it was.”
With that, Sharon became one of the 128,000 players a year who score a hole-in-one.
Mikki Bjuro, the pro at Holly Hills, said the players score aces most frequently on holes 2
and 8, the two par 3s on the 9-hole course.
A hole-in-one generally calls for a celebration. Depending on tradition, a player who
shoots an ace might have to buy drinks for those playing with him or her or for the
entire bar when the player finishes the round.
“It was just me and Betty and we don’t drink, so I got lucky,” Sharon says.
Lucky, too, that Sharon wasn’t playing in Japan.
An ace is Japan can cost thousands of dollars because of a tradition that can require big
parties, expensive gifts and specially made items commemorating the big event. It can
be so costly that some players buy hole-in-one insurance. 
Because Holly Hills is a 9-hole course, she played the course twice to make the
regulation round of 18.
She shot a 4 on Hole 2 the second time.
“I didn’t even get on the green with my tee shot 
the second time. Golf is funny that way,” she says. 

WWW.LAKEFORESTDAPHNE.COM     MARCH 2026            PAGE 10

It’s a Hole-in-One!It’s a Hole-in-One!

Sharon St. Laurent celebrates
her hole-in-one.



After my divorce, I needed a change of scenery — something 
that felt like a reset, personally and professionally.

I was living on acreage in Fairhope but wanted a more social 
atmosphere. As a real estate broker, I’ve seen just about every 
neighborhood along the Eastern Shore, and Lake Forest had a 
pull I couldn’t ignore. The mature trees, rolling hills and sense 
of community reminded me why people fall in love with this 
area in the first place.

Living here – near the Lawson Road entrance -- I get to 
experience what I’ve always told my clients: location matters, but lifestyle seals the deal. 

I get to experience what I’ve always told my clients: location matters, but lifestyle seals
the deal.

Between the golf course, tennis courts, three pools and a marina on Mobile Bay, there’s
always something that makes home feel like a retreat.

My dog Elton and I walk every evening and have made many friends while also visiting with
my numerous past clients.

And when I need to be out and about, I can reach downtown Daphne, Fairhope or even
Mobile in minutes — everything from restaurants and shops to the bay itself is right at
my fingertips.

New to Lake Forest and want to tell your story? Reach out
to us editor@lakeforestdaphne.com

‘Lifestyle Seals the Deal’
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By  Haley Montgomery

Why I Moved to Lake ForestWhy I Moved to Lake ForestWhy I Moved to Lake Forest

Haley Montgomery

mailto:editor@lakeforestdaphne.com
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MARDIGrass! PICS



A: The property owner must file an application with the
association that states the tenant’s name, age, permanent
address, length of the lease and all contact information. It is
the responsibility of the property owner to keep all
information current. 

Ask Us About…
Want to know something about how the association operates or key dates
for events during the year? How about more information about elections or
the budget?

Send your queries to editor@lakeforestdaphne.com

A member asks:
Q: : When I lease my property 
to a tenant, what do I have to do? 

A member asks:
Q: : When I lease my property 
to a tenant, what do I have to do? 
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Lake Forest Life
If you have news, we want to share it with your neighbors.

Important wedding anniversaries, milestone birthdays,
births, weddings, graduations or other key points in life –

drop us a line. Photos are encouraged. Please include
contact information. editor@lakeforestdaphne.com

mailto:editor@lakeforestdaphne.com


The board of directors has asked the City of Daphne to conduct a traffic study at Windsor and
Ridgewood drives.
“We don’t know for sure what we should do there, but we have had member requests to take a
look at it, possibly for a four-way stop sign,” said General Manager Jeff Arrant.
Stop signs are posted at northbound Ridgewood and southbound Lake Forest Boulevard, which
is a continuation of Ridgewood but with a name change.  
Windsor has no stop sign for eastbound or westbound traffic crossing the Ridgewood/Lake
Forest intersection. Eastbound traffic on Windsor also has a right-turn-keep-moving lane onto
southbound Ridgewood.
Windsor Drive is one of the primary entrances to Lake Forest and most traffic makes a right
onto Ridgewood. 
The board voted unanimously Jan. 22 to approve an Infrastructure Committee resolution
requesting the study.
Gilberto Colon, the LFPOA city liaison, presented the resolution to city council on Feb.16. 

 

Traffic crossing Ridgewood and
continuing west on Windsor toward Main

Street has no stop sign.
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Traffic Study Requested for IntersectionTraffic Study Requested for Intersection

Windsor Drive - Ridgewood Drive/Lake Forest Boulevard
intersection has a two-way stop that allows traffic going east on

Windsor to continue without stopping if making a right onto
Ridgewood or going straight on Windsor.



Catch the next
Burgers and Bingo

night March 18. 
 

Catch the next
Burgers and Bingo

night March 18. 
 

Game 1, Deb with bingo
caller Sharon St. Laurent

February Bingo WinnersFebruary Bingo Winners

Game 5, Harold

Game 2, Amber Game 3, Bob Game 4, Christina

Drawing winner
Sam

Drawing Winner
Bill

Drawing Winner
Joyce with bingo caller

Sharon St. Laurent
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burgers and burgers and 

MARCH 18MARCH 18

Great Prizes!!Great Prizes!!
Burger Special 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.  

BINGO 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Bingo Cards are for LFPOA Members Only

Burger Special 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.  
BINGO 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Bingo Cards are for LFPOA Members Only
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are you readyare you ready



How about free pool furniture?
The association is giving away 81 vinyl strap chaise lounges that were used at the three
pools. 
Chairs will be available outside the pool fences on March 2.
There are:

20 at Ridgewood, 102 Plaza Circle;
31 at Montclair, 208 Montclair Loop; and
30 at Swim and Racquet, 197 Country Club Drive 

Please be considerate of other members and take no more than two chairs. 
The loungers are being replaced by a polywood chaise that will have more durability.
“There’s still some life in these old loungers; they just look rough because the color has
faded,” says General Manager Jeff Arrant. “Pressure wash them, put on a pad and
they’re good to go.”
The board had considered selling the chairs but the cost in time and staff hours
probably would have outstripped any gain, Arrant says. 
“We negotiated a good price on the new chaises so we’re passing on the benefit to
members,” he adds.
In addition to the pool furniture, the association also is replacing the table umbrellas.

Pool Furniture Giveaway
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Terre Farlow called the February meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. 
Inspiration was given by Sheila, who explained the 
difference between inspiration and motivation.
This was followed by a short reading showing 
“The Power of One,” and inspirational movie quotes.
The ladies then divided into teams played Winter 
Olympics Minute to Win It. The final challenge of the 
competition was to create a snowman using materials 
available only in the meeting room, Terre Farlow and 
Renee Burns took that event.
We then took a break to enjoy treats from Patricia, Mary and Renée. Everything was
delicious!
Next month, we will present a fashion show. You won’t want to miss this! March meeting
hostesses will be Kathy, Terre, and Mary Taulbee.
Alli won the 50/50 drawing, and Sylvia, Patricia, and Terre took home some beautiful door
prizes.
See more photos at the LFWC website: https://sites.google.com/view/lfwcdaphne/
 

Going for the Gold in InnovationGoing for the Gold in Innovation
By Alli Flowers
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Terre Farlow (left) and Sheila Small
work on an Olympic project.

Mary Loury (left) and Sheila Small
prepare party balloons.

https://sites.google.com/view/lfwcdaphne/


Michelle Prouty spoke on shrubs, focusing on varieties of azaleas.
She explained that apart from azaleas, the second most popular
plant that Corner Copia Gardens Nursery sells on Highway 181 is
drift roses. Michelle also mentioned utilising Proven Winners, so
choosing great plants for this area. Patronising local businesses
makes all of us winners.

Diane Foster, Patricia Popp, and Mary Taulbee took the Mardi Gras
theme on the refreshment table and made magic. 

The garden club will be practicing plant names on March 5th at 10
am at Hole 19 by playing plant bingo. We'd love to see you.

Garden Club News
By Jane Spicciani
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Rebecca Trosclair left talking to
Michelle Prouty.

Diane Foster, Patricia Popp, and Mary Taulbee



Last Years Winner

We saw a little bit of every type of weather condition in the month of February,
and made it through with tremendous success.The Daphne High School Girls
Invitational wrapped up on February 25 with temperatures in the 70s. Spanish
Fort won the Team competition while the Daphne Trojan ladies finished second
place. Now we look forward to the start of a very busy tournament season in the
months of March and April. 

Wednesday, March 4, Ladies team play 9:00 shotgun
Thursday, March 5, Southern Seniors 8:30 shotgun
Saturday, March 14, MGA Irish 3 ball 9:00 shotgun
Thursday, March 19, Ladies Interclub 9:00 shotgun
Saturday, March 21, Checkmat Daphne 8:30 shotgun

We will keep you updated in the next issue for further events scheduled for April.
Meanwhile, our ongoing progress will see more tree work being done and our
improvements to the driving range is scheduled for this month. As always, we
would like to thank Jake and his crew for the fantastic work being done to make
Lake Forest the best it can be.
Don’t forget all of our great league play. All our 
leagues play every month, even through 
the winter.

 Men’s Golf Association
 Ladies Golf Association
 Senior Couples Golf Association

 

Golf Pro’s Corner
By Todd Bailey
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Karleigh Brannan of Saraland on the third
hole of the DHS Mardi Gras Invitational



Congratulations to our 2.5 night team for qualifying for the USTA State
Tournament.  After the last match was played on Feb. 25, Team Kennedy
finished undefeated for the season.  What an accomplsihment.  At the
moment we are waiting results for the first week of March to see if
another LF team (our USTA 3.0 team) will qulaify for the state
tournament also.  It is literally coming down to the last match of the
season for team Middleton.  Good luck ladies.  

Tennis News
By Michael Albrecht

Another Lake Forest Team Qualifies
for the USTA State Tournament
Another Lake Forest Team Qualifies
for the USTA State Tournament
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First Beginner Class of 2026 off to a Great Start
What a start to our 2026 beginner tennis program.  We had 15
ladies attend the first class.  This class is going to be awesome.
Volley’s groundstrokes, 
serves, we managed
 to teach all 5 shots 
the first day of 
class.  Week 4 we 
will definelty be 
keeping score and 
playing matches.  

2026 beginner class group pic



Calendar of Events

Work Session March 19, 6 PM
Annual Meeting March 26, 6 PM

Board of directors meets at the clubhouse, 
1 Golf Terrace.  

Stay InformedStay InformedStay Informed
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James Cash -  BOD Candidate
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Gilberto Colon -  BOD Candidate



WWW.LAKEFORESTDAPHNE.COM     MARCH 2026            PAGE 29



WWW.LAKEFORESTDAPHNE.COM     MARCH 2026            PAGE 30



WWW.LAKEFORESTDAPHNE.COM     MARCH 2026            PAGE 31

Alli Flowers -  BOD Candidate
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Hillary Johnson -  BOD Candidate
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Victor LeJeune -  BOD Candidate
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Tom Opdyke -  BOD Candidate
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Misty Sabol -  BOD Candidate
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Sharon Saint Laurent -  BOD Candidate


